                     OUR LADY OF FATIMA PARISH, FARRELL, PA
                       “FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER” MAY 3, 2026

	
 	Week of May 3, 2026, Calendar of Events

 Monday: May 4: 
 Tuesday: May 5: 9:00AM Making Fatima Cavatelli 
                                     In the Good Shepherd Social Hall     
Wednesday May 6: 6:00PM PRAYER BOOK CLUB
                                    Downstairs in our Social Hall
Thursday May 7: 9:00AM Making Fatima Cavatelli
                                   In the Good Shepherd Social Hall
               ADORATION 6:30AM TO 6:00 PM Followed by 
                          HOLY   HOUR 6:00PM to 7:00PM
Friday May 8:    
Saturday May 9: MASS 4;00PM 

                                                                                                                                                                                                       


	                   04/25/2026
	 

	# of Registered Families 
	             375
	  

	# of Envelopes Used                                          
	             114
	   

	  Good Shepherd Collection
	     $ 245 .00           
	

	Offertory Collection 
	      $1910.00 
	

	Loose Offertory 

	     $ 463.00    
	       


	         

Altar Candles the Week of
May 3 thru May 9, 2026

SANCTUARY LIGHT
CATHERINE IACINO
From LuAnn Iacino

BLESSED MOTHER ALTAR
DAVID REED
From Fran Chervinko

                         ST. JOSEPH ALTAR
CYNTHIA REICHENBACHER
From Serna Nevant

Blessed Virgin Mary Altar Flowers
For this week Flowers were donated for
ROSE LOMBARDI
From Her Family
[image: Flowers arranged on white background]


 


	

	Intentions 
	Requested By 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 SATURDAY MAY 2 4:00PM 
                   MASS                

	Mary Conti
Michael A. Palermo
	Bill & MaryBeth Schuster
Mom,  Beverly
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	  Monday May 4 at 6:30 am           
	Prayer Service
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	  Tuesday May 5 at 6:30 am
	Prayer Service
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	  Wednesday May 6 at 6:30am
	Prayer Service
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	  Thursday May 7  at 6:30am
	Prayer Service
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	   Friday May 8 at 6:30am 
        
	Prayer Service
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Saturday May 9 at 4:00pm MASS
 

	Mark Szugye
Ray & Joann Gardina
	Jerry & Ginny Viselli
Renee Kocis
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	   MINISTRY 
SCHEDULE 
	LECTOR
 
	EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 
	ALTAR 
SERVERS 
 
	GREETERS 	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 SATURDAY
   4:00 PM                  
	 Chris Connelly
	          Tresa Templeton
Jean Burke
	Marsha Petrillo
	John Jarocki
Jean Burke
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	MAY 02, 2026
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


                                                                             
                                      
  
[image: Notepad, eyeglasses and candle still life]                           From Pastors Desk 
“I am the Good Shepherd.”
The Fourth Sunday of Easter derives its gospel from the tenth chapter of John which describes the role of the Good Shepherd.  Over several generations, it has also become a week when the church has set aside prayers that focus on the priesthood – a time to pray for an increase in the number of priests in our country.  But we also know that it has become a crisis in the USA.  And over the last several years both at Good Shepherd and Our Lady of Fatima, I have been unabashed in rubbing our noses in the downward spiral of ordinations the Erie Diocese is facing.  And we are not alone.
	We need to talk frankly about this crisis.  We all know why we’re having this problem, though public rhetoric imparts the blame to this group or another.  Some folks fault the ambition of Catholic parents, who push their children to pursue careers studded with financial incentives and material success.  Others blame generations of church leaders, both clergy and religious, who abused their authority shamefully, mailed in their performances, and offered scant few reasons to embrace the call.
	Traditionalists who blame the Vatican Council argue that the secularization of the church has led to faint feelings among the faithful toward religion in general and the Holy Eucharist in particular.  Progressives say clinging to old formulas that limit who might be eligible for leadership is to blame.  And a whole bunch of people simply shrug and admit that society around us is living so high on the hog, why should anyone surrender all the other occupational possibilities in favor of something as unusual as celibate service?
We can blame parents, bishops, priests and nuns, Vatican II (for changing things) or its backlash (for not changing them enough), or modern culture altogether.  These factors definitely contribute to a decrease in affection for a career in the church.  But the main reason our leadership is imperiled is simpler:  Catholic men and women have been choosing other directions for their lives.  Institutionally speaking, we want them to want “us,” to join our mission and our vision.  But the vast majority of Catholics are saying, “No thank you very much,” to that.
	Is it our job as church leaders to persuade others to become like us?  Or is our mandate to empower Christians to engage and fulfill their Christianity?  It might make the most sense to lead our communities to understand and embrace their identity in what we’ve traditionally called the Mystical Body of Christ.  If some are sincerely called to be preachers, teachers, administrators, and apostles, the Holy Spirit should be trusted to sort that out.  But if current leaders do not lead their assemblies to cherish the baptismal vocation and its implications, it would be awkward, even dangerous, to prompt these same unevangelized members to become our future leaders.  Un-evangelized leadership is yet another reason how we got into this mess to begin with.
	The mission of the church has been the same for 2000 years:  Proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ.  Good shepherds know that and do it fearlessly.  Equipping our parishes to know who they are in Christ will assist them in whatever these good Catholic women and men actually do choose as their life’s direction.  In Christ, they will choose wisely.  Apart from Christ, does it really matter what they choose?
Follow the voice of the Good Shepherd.
					Fr. Glenn
		CATHOLIC SERVICE APPEAL 2026

A sincere thank you to all who made a pledge and/or gift to the Catholic Service Appeal.
        GOOD SHEPHERD TOTALS
Diocesan Assessment              $52,074.00 
[bookmark: _Hlk173237319]Total Pledged as of 04/20/26: $108,735.00
Total Paid as of 04/20/26:	    $76,489.00
Surplus after Assessment:        $24,415.00
Parish Project Goal:		   $90,500.00
Surplus form 2025:                  $37,419.24
Remains at Good Shepherd to be used
 toward roof replacement on Social Center / HVAC
		 
OUR LADY OF FATIMA TOTALS
Diocesan Assessment                $21,724.00
Total Pledged as of 04/20/26    $36,356.00
Total Paid as of 04/20/26	   $31,396.00
Surplus after Assessment	   $ 9,672.00
Remains at Our Lady of Fatima to complete the restoration of our Rectory and Office after our winter water disaster.


                                SCRIPTURE READINGS
WEEK OF
April 26 thru May 2

Sunday  	1 Pt 2: 20b-25
		Jn 10: 1-10 (49)

Monday	Acts 11: 1-18
		Jn 10: 11-18 (279)
               	
Tuesday	Acts 11: 19-26
		Jn 10: 22-30 (280)

Wednesday	Acts 12: 24-13:5a              
		Jn 12:44-50 (281)

Thursday	Acts 13: 13-25
		Jn 13: 16-20 (282)

Friday		Acts 13:26-2.3
		Mt 13: 54-58 (559)

Saturday	Acts 13:44-52
		Jn 14: 7-14 (284)
		
    		          
  

Please Pray
For
    
Virginia Careghini, James and Elaine Kashmer, Ann Martinko, David Martinko, Serena Nevant, James Pert, Bernadette Kozen-Rowlands, Judy Bianco, Jim Ost,
Diane McDougal, John Horvath
PRAYER CHAIN
If you have someone that you would like to add to this chain, please call
LuAnn @ 724-347-1748 or
Bette @ 724-877-4027
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Knights of Columbus 
            Pancake Breakfast
               Sunday May 17, 2026
               8am – 1pm
         Saint John Paul II Elementary Multipurpose Room         	
   Includes Pancakes, Eggs, Bacon, Sausage, Fruit, and Drinks!
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[image: ]GOOD SHEPHERD FOOD PANTRY FOR APRIL!!!
CANNED VEGETABLES




Marriage Moment
Take the time to really kiss your spouse every day. Slow down and enjoy the moment. Who knows when the next will come?

Parenting Pointers
Is your child NDD (Nature Deficit Disorder)? Continue the spirit of Earth Day by doing something outside with your child this weekend. Perhaps take a walk or hike together. Take along a bag and pick up littler as you go. Make it into a contest.

A Family Perspective
In today’s gospel, Jesus declares, “I am the way,” and warns that anyone offering “another way” to happiness is “a thief and a bandit” These are strong words! Don’t be swayed by society’s sales pitch for happiness. Instead, look to your loved ones, where God is present, calling you by name and leading you to abundant life. 
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                 Parishioners of Fatima

Thank you for participating in our Good Shepherd March Food Drive!!!
We collected 16 cases of boxed juice
and 64 bottles of assorted juice.

A generous person will prosper,
whoever refreshes others will be refreshed.
Proverbs 11:25

God Bless,
Food Pantry Team
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MAY CROWNING----MAY 13, 2026, NOON

 The Blue Army of Our Lady will be celebrating the Feast of Our Lady of Fatima with an hour of prayer on Wednesday, May 13 at noon at Our Lady of Fatima Church, Devotions will include the Rosary and May Crowning of the Pilgrim Virgin statue of Our Lady of Fatima. All are welcome to join us!!!!

Please mark you calendar and plan on attending this beautiful service.



























Child Protection and Creating Safe Environments

Child Abuse Prevention Month: Be Vigilant: Keeping kids safe starts with all of us. 
Pay attention to how people interact with children – and speak up if something feels off. Notice the signs of abuse, take them seriously and report concerns right away. If you 
see behavior that seems inappropriate or just doesn’t feel right, don’t ignore it.
 Reporting could prevent harm. Have questions about warning signs or what’s 
considered inappropriate? Call the Office for the Protection of Children and Youth
 at 814-824-1195.
[image: ]
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April 16, 2026

The Most Rev. Lawrence T. Persico, bishop of the Diocese of Erie,
has issued the following statement regarding the current administration’s recent remarks
and the teaching authority of the Holy Father

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

I recognize that leaders of nations have the responsibility of making difficult decisions that
impact many lives. At the same time, as Catholics, we hold that Pope Leo XIV, as Vicar of Christ on
Earth, has the sacred responsibility of teaching and guiding all of us according to the Gospel of Jesus
Christ. Catholics, and all people of good will, look to him for clear guidance through complex moral
situations, including those that arouse tension.

The Gospel must shape every aspect of our lives, including our civic responsibilities. As the
successor of Saint Peter, the Holy Father has both the authority and the responsibility to address the
moral and ethical consequences of political decisions for the good of all humanity.

The Holy Father’s call to peace at this moment is not rooted in partisan politics or loyalties, but
in the teaching of Christ: “Blessed are the peacemakers” (Matthew 5:9). As Pope Leo has affirmed, we
are called to recognize one another as brothers and sisters, sharing responsibility for our common home.

Let us pray for Pope Leo XIV, shepherd of the Universal Church, that he may continue to lead
with courage and wisdom. We also pray for our nation and for all world leaders, that they exercise sound

judgment in their decisions, especially involving war and peace.

Above all, we pray for peace. In Christ, we are one.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

The Most Reverend Lawrence T. Persico, JCL
Bishop of Erie
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