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“I' have a Creator who knew all things,
even before they were made - even
me, his poor little child.”

- Saint Patrick
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PARISH CONTACT
INFORMATION

Pastor: Fr. Glenn Whitman

Weekend Assistance :

Fr. Frank DiCristina

Secretary/Bookkeeper:

Pam Rabold

Organist :

Maureen Murray

Choir Director:

Christina Russo

Liturgical/Maintenance

Joann Horner

Catholic Cemetery Association:
Foreman - Thomas Cimoric
Altar Rosary Chair:

Jean Mabie

Cavatelli Crew Chair:

Marty and Debbie Andrusky
OFFICE HOURS
MONDAY—THURSDAY

9:00 TO 2:00
724-346-3359
EMAIL:
olfrectory@yahoo.com
BAPTISMS:
Please call Parish office

WEDDINGS:

Arrangements six months
in advance. Call Parish office.




OUR LADY OF FATIMA PARISH, FARRELL, PA
“TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME”, AUG 23, 2026

Week of Aug 23, 2026, Calendar of Events
Monday: Aug 24:

Tuesday: Aug 25:  9:00AM Making Fatima Cavatelli
In the Good Shepherd Social Hall

Wednesday Aug 26:

Thursday Aug 27: 9:00A Making Fatima Cavatelli
In the Good Shepherd Social Hall
ADORATION 6:30AM TO 6:00 PM

Followed by
HOLY HOUR 6:00PM to 7:00PM

Friday Aug 28:
Saturday, Aug 29: MASS 4:00PM

375

oot
140
$290.00

Intentions

SATURDAY AUG 22 at 4:00PM Catherine Bauer

Altar Candles the Week of
AUG 23rd through AUG 29th, 2026

SANCTUARY LIGHT
CYNTHIA REICHENBACHER
From John, Alisa & Boys

BLESSED MOTHER ALTAR
GINA PELINI-GETSIE
From Billy Pelini
ANNA & TONY TOMCZAK
From Fran Chervinko

ST. JOSEPH ALTAR
JOHANNA VERNILLE
From Her Family
CYNTHIA REICHENBACHER
From Tracy Templeton & Family

Blessed Virgin Mary Altar Flowers

For this week Flowers were donated for

CYNTHIA REICHENBACHER

From Her Fa
Requested By

Cathy Dorfi

MASS Raymond & Rose Jovenall Daughters Roberta & Ramona

Prayer Service
Prayer Service
Prayer Service
Prayer Service
Prayer Service

NEI G EVIAU T IETRZ R DY SN Edith Galarde
David Reed

MINISTRY
SCHEDULE

SATURDAY
4:00 PM
Aug 29, 2026

Husband Nick
Fran Chervinko

DRIVE S

“TUNA” Our Lady of Fatima

“Tell them Charlie sent You'

Our Parish has been doing a wonderful job
helping with the Good Shepherd Parish
food drive.

$10.00 each size small to 3xl
Our Fatima Tee Shirts are still available to
order. Please stop in the office either after
mass or during business hours, or give a
call to 724-346-3359 to place your order

Show your FATIMA SPIRIT

There are totes at each entrance of the
church for you to drop off your donation.

This project helps those in our area that
are really in need of OUR help!!!!

BRIGHTEN UP THE CORNER

A boy came late to Sunday School. Knowing he was usually very prompt, his teacher
asked, “Johnny, is there anything wrong?”

“No, Ma’am, not really,” he said. “l was going to go fishing, but my daddy told me that
I needed to get on up and go to church” The teacher was impressed and asked
Johnny if his father had explained to him why it was more important to go to church
than to go fishing.

“Yes ma’am, he did Johnny said. “My daddy said he didn’t have enough bait for both
of us.”




CATHOLIC EDUCATION

COLLECTION

SEPTEMBER 19-20, 2026

INVEST IN FAITH. FORM LIVES. BUILD THE CHURCH.
Your gift to the Catholic Education Collection supports every stage
of faith formation and learning—from Baptism to eternal life.
You help shape disciples today and for generations to come.

First Communions
Mourishing a lifelong love
for the Eucharist.

Baptism Classes
Welcoming new |ite
and starting the
faith journey.

Confirmation
Strengthening

End Pf_ Life disciples to live
Decisions their faith
ng{id :I_::y A CIRCLE baldly.
b OF LIFELONG
teaching and
informed by CATHOLIC Faith
faih, we gl EDUCATION Formation
v ope o s A Retreats &
SR NATION Conferences

. Deepening faith,
building community

Cathal_lc and encountering
Education Christ,

Supporting studants
in Faith Formation
programs and Catholic
elementary schools, high
schools and universities to
grow in wisdom, virtue and service.

Mass

: The source and summit

' of our faith—strengthening us
to live as disciples,

Qur Missi Why Participate?
ur Mission y Participate:
Faith. Knowledge. Service. When you give, you invest in souls,
Cathalic education is more than Cathelic education prepares hearts to
academics—it is the farmation of the love God, serve others and transform
whole parson in mind, body and spirit. the warld.

Your support helps ensure that every ; X ¥
individual, at every stage of life, has Your gift makes it possible.
access to the teachings, sacraments Together, we build a strong Church
and experiences that lead to a deeper by forming faithful disciples today and
relaticnship with Christ and His Church. for generations to come.

USE YOUR PARISH ENVELOPE OR DONATE ONLINE
MORE INFO ErieRCD.org/CEC.html  El#iE
i
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“Who do vou say that I am?”

Itis the middle of the summer. Most people are
thinking about relaxing vacations, yet the readings
would have us look at leadership, a topic that is
anything but relaxing. Isaiah reports on the transfer of
leadership, while Matthew recounts the initial
bestowal of it. It is clear that Jesus is talking about
religious leadership; at first glance, one might think
that Isaiah is referring only to the political realm.
However, those in office in ancient Israel had both
political and religious responsibilities, and so we can
say that both readings today address the issue of
religious leadership.

Religious leadership is a sacred trust, not to be
assumed by oneself, but accepted as a responsibility
conferred by God. Both ancient Israel and early
Christianity insisted on this. Today’s readings indicate
that religious leaders are taken from among the
people, appointed by God for the sake of the people,
and are accountable to God for the religious well-
being of the people. Shebna was in charge of the royal
household during the reign of King Gezekiah. Because
he did not faithfully fulfill his charge, he was relieved
of his responsibilities, which were then given to
Eliakim. Meanwhile Shebna was demoted to a much
lower office in the monarchy.

One might wonder why Jesus appointed Peter
to be the head of his church. Anyone who has read this
Gospel will have to admit that Peter never really
distinguished himself as a religious leader. As
unbelievable as it may have seemed, Peter became
the rock upon which the church would be built.
However, Jesus did declare, “I will build my church.”
It was not to be Peter’s church; it was and is Jesus’
church, and though being the head of that church
certainly has been regarded as a position of honor, as
stated earlier, religious leadership of the people of
God is primarily a sacred trust. The sacredness of this
trustis found not primarily in the leadership itself, but

in the church, because the people are sacred
people.

The biblical tradition maintains that good
religious leaders are really

servants of the people. They take their
positions and responsibilities seriously, because the
people of God deserve the best that they have to offer.

Paul was very conscious of the unpredictable
way in which God chose religious leaders, for he
himself had first persecuted the very gospel that he
now preached. In today’s reading from the Letter to
the Romans, he marveled at the inexplicable ways of
God who time and again stepped into human lives in
unusual ways with saving grace. It was God who
initiated and shaped the believing communities
depicted in today’s readings, and it was God who
called some to lead these believing people.
Leadership, for Paul, was certainly a sacred trust, not
to be taken lightly, either by those who led or by those
who were led.

The scandal of unprincipled religious leaders is
not simply their flawed nature. Most deplorable is
their betrayal of the sacred trust accorded them by
God. Theirs is neither an office to cling to as one’s
right, nor a privileged position that places one above
the rest of the people of God. It is a responsibility and
to that extent it is a burden, not unlike the heavy key
placed on the shoulder of the master of the royal
household. Furthermore, it is a responsibility that can
be taken away as quickly and efficiently as it was
given, as the story about Shebna shows. Those who
have been called to religious leadership would do well
to keep the final words of today’s responsorial psalm
in mind:

The Lord is exalted, yet the

lowly he sees, and the
proud he knows from afar.
The Word for Every Season

Reflections of the Lectionary Readings
By Dianne Bergant, CSA



YOU ARE CALLED/ YOU ARE SENT—
DIOCESAN CONFIRMATION RETREAT
AT CLARION UNIVERSITY

Students preparing to receive the
Sacrament of Confirmation are invited
to attend the Diocesan Confirmation
Retreat on Saturday, November 7 at
Clarion University. Hosted by the Diocese
of Erie Office of Faith Formation and led
by Damascus Ministries, the retreat will
feature high-energy speakers, music,
entertainment, prayer, adoration and
Mass with Bishop Persico. Teens from
across the Diocese of Erie will gather
for a fun and faith-filled day centered on
the theme, “You Are Called | You Are
Sent.” Thanks to the generous support
of the Catholic Foundation of Northwest
Pennsylvania and the Knights of
Columbus, we’re able to offer this
retreat once again for free. Registration
is now open and due by September 30.
Students interested in participating,
please contact your Faith Formation
Leader for more information!

Visit https:/lwww.eriercd.org/youth/confi
rmation-retreat.html for details.

PLEASE PRAY FOR

Virginia Careghini, James and Elaine
Kashmer, Ann Martinko, David Martinko,
Serena Nevant, James Pert, Bernadette
Kozen-Rowlands, Jim Ost, Diane
McDougal, John Horvath, Cathy Baxter,
Mark Palumbo
TO ADD TO OUR PRAYER CHAIN
PLEASE CALL
LuAnn @ 724-347-1748
Bette @ 724-877-4027

Marriage Moment
“Marriage is a give-and-take
experience, involving hurt and
forgiveness, failure and sacrifice.”
(Follow the Way of Love) It’s the
Paschal Mystery of death and
resurrection.

Parenting Pointers

Is your child a whiner, complainer, or
blamer? Sometimes it’s just a stage,
but sometimes parents unwittingly
encourage these traits by responding
to the whines when they get annoyed
enough. All this teaches is to complain
longer. Teach your child to take
responsibility for his or her mistakes,
fix it, or learn from it. It might not have
been their fault but making excuses
and blaming doesn’t solve anything
except make you look like a wimp.
Model it.

A Family Perspective

Like Jesus in today's gospel, we are
perceived by others in various ways.
However, those who know us best are
usually our own family. Who do they
say you are?
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Lord our God,

In yvour wisdom and love

vou surround us with the

mysteries of the universe.

Send yvyour Spirit upon these
students and fill them with
vour wisdom and blessings.
Grant that they may devote
themselves to their studies
and draw ever closer to vou,
the source of all knowledge.

WwWe ask this through
Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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As another yeor beging, the
faithful of the Diocese of Erie owe
irwited to-pray for all young
people — those attending
Catholic schools; those
pawticipating in pawrish faithv
formation and those prepawing to-
receive the sacramenty. Pray, too;
for their pawents, teachers;
catechisty, pastors;
administratory and volunteers
May everything they learn and
experience thiy yeawr ultimately
lead thew into-av deeper
relationship with Jesus Chwrist.
Moy of these opportunities ave
the Catholic Services Appeal. Gifty

<

Diocese of Erie
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to-the CSA support Catholic
education; Faitiv Formationw and
youtiv outreach thwoughout the
13 counties of the Diocese of Erie,
helping provide the formation,
resources and experiences that
allow young people to-

encounter Christ and grow as
Lisciples

Ay studenty return to- classrooms
and parish programs this fall; the
entire diocesanv commumunity
shawes inthat mission —
accomporying o new generatiov
as they learn, grow and discover
the person God iy calling them to-
become.



